
French and American cycles and class comparison 
 

FRENCH SYSTEM US SYSTEM 

MATERNELLE CYCLE 1 

PS 

INITIAL 
LEARNING 

Pre-K3 DAY CARE/PRESCH 

MS Pre-K4 DAY CARE/PRESCH 

GS K5 KINDERGARTEN 

PRIMAIRE 

CYCLE 2 

CP 

FUNDAMENTAL 
LEARNING 

1st Grade 

ELEMENTARY 

CE1 2nd Grade 

CE2 3rd Grade 

CYCLE 3 

CM1 

STRENGTHENING 
LEARNING 

4th Grade 

CM2 5th Grade 

COLLEGE 

6ème 6th Grade 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

CYCLE 4 

5ème 

DEEPENING 
LEARNING 

7th Grade 

4ème 8th Grade 

3ème 9th Grade 

HIGH SCHOOL 
LYCEE 

CYCLE DE 
DETERMINATION 

2de 
DETERMINATION 

LEARNING 
10th Grade 

CYCLE TERMINAL 
1ère TERMINAL 

LEARNING 

11th Grade 

Term. 12th Grade 

 


